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REMAKg:S 

Claims 8-17 have been rejected under 35 U,S.C. § 1 1 2, 12, as being indefinite for a 
Ciniple of reasons, both of which have been obviated in the claims as amended. 

To comply with Examiner Thompson'js request of December 9, 2005, and lo comply 
Willi 37 CVR § 1.73(b)(2), which upparenlly requires that all new claims be underlined, 
"new" heiny^ deHned as uny claims that were not in the orignial patent. It is assumed that 
by making everything underlined in the above set of claims this will give the USPTO a fmal 
set or claims in the reissue certificate and the USPTO will pimply be able to put in itolics 
everything that was underlined, as is the way new words (not in the original patent) are 
identified in a Reissue Patent 

To comply with Examiner Thompson's request of December 9, 200S» 
Applicant, through his Attorney, makes the following statement; The patent rights in this 
i\p[>lication/patent have never been assigned, so the presumption that the inventor Is the 
owner of this patent application as stated in 37 CFR § 3.73(a) is appropriate* Accordingly it 
is believed that nothing in 37 CFR § 3.73(b) applies to thi$ application at this time. 

Chiims S and 1 1 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § J 02(b) over Richard '941. 

Since claim 9 was indicated as containing allowable subject mauerin the First OlTicc 
Action^ clahms 8 and 9 have been combined into amended claim 8. 

Claim 9 has been cancelled. 

Clainri 12 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) over Grote '763 and Burgin *20S. 

Since claim 13 wtis indicated as containing allowable subject matter in the First Office 

Aciion, claims 12 and 13 have been combined into amended claim 12, 
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Claim 13 has been canceJ led 

New claim 18 is nioslly like original claim 13 but wiihout the lower levclers of parent 
claim 12. Original claim 13 was indicated as containing allowable subject matter on the First 
OlTicc Action so it is believed that claim 1 8 is allowable for similar reasons that oiiginal claim 
13 contained allowable subject matter. New claim 19 is dependent on new claim 18, 

New claim 20 is mostly lii^e original claim 9, but removing the word "upper" before 
**lcvelcr" and before "stanchions" and removing "pivotally". Original claim 9 was indicaled as 
containing allowable subject matter on the First Office Action, So it is believed that claim 20 
will be allowable for similar i*easons that original claim 9 was deemed 10 contain allowable 
subject mailer. In fact, a Notice of Allowability was issued on March 21 , 2005 based on the 
Amendment filed March 7, 2005, and this amendment is only necessary to conform with the 
formalities of 37 C.KR. § 1.173 as indicated by Examiner Thompson in a telephone call of May 
iy, 2005. 

Altached hereto as "extra pages" is u 7 page document entitled ^^Explanation of Support 
for Claini Changes in Separate Paper Required by 37 CF.R. § 1.173(cy* which is a photo 
copy of the "AMENDMENTS TO TFTE CLAIMS" filed March 1. 2005, but with handwritten 
nolcs showing the support in (he specification and drawings of the original patent U*S. 
Psilcnt No. 6,386,321 for the claim recitations added since the original Reissue Application was 
filecl 

To SCO what was dclelcd from and added to the claims submitted when this Reissue 

Application wa«i originally filed, see tlie attached document entitled ^'Explanation of 

Support for Claini Changes in Separate Paper Required by 37 C.KR, § hl73(c)'*. 
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Ii is iLSsumod iluU the SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION previously filed is of 
l)cnnancnt record in the file. 

Accordingly, since all remaining claims 1-8, 10-12 and 14-20 are believed lo be clearly 
ullowabic, a notice to that crfcot is i-cspccirully submitted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Anthony J. MUHICH 



STURM & FIX LLP 

206 Sixth Avenue, Suite 1213 

DCS Moines, lowfi 50309-4076 

Phone: 515-288-9589 or 515-244-2866 (direct) 

Rix: 515-288-4860 





Reg. No. 26,078 
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X/^ y Eyplat^cctibvi 'o-f Su-pport for c)<^\rr^ c\r^a.y^c^e$ in 

AMENDMOJTS TO THE CLAIMS - ^ 
Claims 1-7 (allowed) Co^t^/uvvw t*>^ >rvt</wvC-4.1^ tfuuC 




8. (Amended) A tree stand, for use on a tree, comprising; 

a seat support iisposeci generally along a longitudinal axis; , ft U Im^^ J * v 

a strapping mechanismoperatively attached to the seat support membor^or operatively 
attaching the seat support to a tree; 

l^Hf of tel. 4 

a seat operatively attached to a top portion of the seat support; 

aplatfom^operatively [GpivotalIy[)} attached to a bottom portion of the seat s^^yport. said 

ptatform having a top portion for permitting a person to stand thereon; 

at least one member operatively attached to the seat support and to the platform to hold 
A 

the platform transversely disposed with respect to the longitudinal axis of the seat support; 

an upper leveler mechamsmoperatively attached to said seat support and [to] eneagcable 4 ^ 
with said tree for adjusting the position of the seat support between a first position and a second 




position with respect to the tree, said first position being closer to the tree than the second 
posilion diereof; [and] 



30, 



34 



wherein said up per levelet mechanism^iBcIudes a first and second sleev^^d a respective 
first and secoiKl upper stanchio^iach mounted for selective movement within the respective first 
and secon d sleeve, each of the first and second sleeves being operativelv attached to the scat 
auniwrt. the first and second uooer stanchion^each being indenen dentlv adjustable with respect 
to a respective first and s econd sleeves to accommodate varying contours of the tree: and 



/ 



claim 
9. 
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^ ^ a locking mechanism for selectively and operati vely locking the upper leveler mechanism 

A 

in a selected one of the first or second positions thereof, 



9. (Cancelled) 



10. (Amended) The tree stand of claim [9] 8 including an independent locking 
mechanism for each sleeve whereby the first stanchion can be in a different locked position with 
respect to the second stancliion. 

SO 

1 1 . (Original) The tree stand of claim 8 wherein there is a second member 

operati vely attached to the seat support and to the platfonn to hold the platform transversely ^I^^^J^ \ 
disposed with respect to the longitudinal axis of the seat support. ^ 



1 2 , (Amended) A tree stand, for use on a tree, comprising: 
a seat support disposed generally along a longitudinal axis; 

a strapping mechanism operativdy attached to the seat support member for operatively 
attaching the seat support to a tree; 

a scat bperatively attached to [the] a top portion of the seat support; 

a platform operaGvcly attached to ai^otlom portion of the seat support, said platform 

A 

having a top portion for pemiitting a person to stand thereon, a front portion^ a rear portion^ a 
first side and a second side, said rear portion having a left side and a right side; 
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a lower Icveler mechanism including left and right side structural members, each being 

A 

operatively attached to said platform for independently adjusting the position of a respective left 
and right rear portion of tlic platforai between a first lower levelcr mechanism position and a 
second lower levelcr mechanism position with respect to the tree, wherein the first lower leveler 
mechanism positio^^ closer to the tree than the second lower leveler mechanism positioJT* ^ ^ 
thereof whereby the platform can be leveled with respect to the left and the right side thereof; 

a left and right side locking mechanisiri of the respective lower leveler mechanism ^ 
members for selectively and operatively locking the respective lower leveler members in a 
selected one of the first or second lower leveler mechanism positions Ihereofi 

members operatively attached to left and ri^t sides respectively of an upper portion of \ pY^eVlOit 

A.Qfty^A . . .... \ ,v. 



the seat suppoTt . and to the i>latform for holding the top portion of the platfonn tiansveraelv 

disposed with respect to the longitudinal axis of the scat support 

3p. ••• —A ,4 

JL an upper leveler mechanism operatively attached to said seat support and to said tree for 

Jy ^14 ^ 

^ ^ adjusting the position of the seat support between a first upper leveler mechanism positionaod 



a 



second upper leveler mech anism oosition.with respect to the tree, said first upper leveler 



mechanism positioning closer to th e tree than the second upper leveler positioi^ereof 



whereby the platform can be leveled with respect to the front and the back thereofi and 
Afl/" a locking mechanism for the upper levelcr mechanism for selectively and operatively 
' locking the upper leveler mechanism in a selected one of the first or second positions thereof 



J 



/ 
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13. (Cancelled) 



14. (Amended) The tree stand of claim [1 3] i2 wherein said upper leveler "^V^.^ 
mechanism includes a first and second sleeve Shd a respective first and second upper stanchion I _ . 
each mounted for selective sliding movement with respect to the respective first and second / 

sleeve, each of the first and second sleeves being operatively attached to tiie scat support, the / 

to ffl^ . , / 

first and second upper stanchions each being independently adjustable with respect to a I 

respective first and second sleeves to accommodate varying contours of the tree. y 



15. (Original) The tree stand of claim 14 including an independent locking 
njechanism for each sleeve whereby tibe first stanchion can be in a different locked position with 
respect to the second stanchion. 



16, (Original) The tree stand of claim 1 5 wherein the independent locking 
mechanism can^be used'to lock the first stanchion with respect to the sleeve in more positions 
than just said first and second positions thereof. 



17- (Original) The tree stand of claim 1 0 wherein the independent locking 

mechanism can be used to lock the first stanchion with respect to the sleeve m more positions 
than just said tirst and second positions thereof. 
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\ 1%^ (New) A tree stand, for use on a tree, comprising: \ L(ke 

a seat support disposed geacrallv along a longitudinal axis, said seat support having a too \ , ^ • 

a strapping mechanism operativelv attached to the seat support member for operativelv 

attaching the seat support to a tree: 

10 OJL^ i^J^ \^-J^ 14 

a seat operativelv attached to the top portion of the seat support: 

a platfonn operativelv attached to a bottiam portion of the seat support, srid platform 
having a top portion for permitting a person to stand thereon, a front portion, a rear portion, a 
first side and a second side, said rear portion having a left side and a right side; 

member^^erativelv a^acf^^S^ft ^^rig^tiides respectively of an upper portion of 
the seat support^md to the platfomi^for holding the top portion of the platfonn tranaverselv 
disposed with respect to the longitudinal axis of the seat support: 

an upper leveler mechanisi^^p^^fti^l^at^he^ ^rtion^^^d seat support and 
being disposed a substantial distance above the bottom of the seat supportLsaid upper levelcr 
mechanism being eneageable with said tree for adjusting the position of the top nortion of the 
sca t supportJ)etween a first upper leveler mechanism position.and a second upper leveler 
mechanism position^ith respect to the tree, said first uppe r leveler mechanism position^eing 
closer to the tree than the second upper leveler position thereof whereby the platform can be 



leveled with respect to the front and the back thereof; and 

a locking mechanisq^^or the upper leveler mechanism for selectively and onerativelv ^ 



locking the upper leveler mechanism in a selected one of the first or second po sitions thereof, v 
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19. (New) The tree stand of claim 18 wherein said nppcr leveler mechanism includes * 2 

34 f4 3o ^ 

at least one slecve^perativcly attached to the seat support^and at least one stanchion^eceivable Q^tfi^ 
within _sad at least one sleeve, said stanchtony^eing mounted for selective movement withiq fce ^ 



sleeve,' 



20. (New) A tree stands for use on a tree, comprising : 

a seat support^isposed generally along a longitudinal axis: 

80 K j^ixa 

a strapping mechanism^operatively ^^t^chgcf lQ tlt)g ^at support mcinhg^oi: PB^ptivclY r 
attaching the seat support^to a tree: 2??-^* 

a sea^oneratiyely attached to a top portion of the seat support: 

a platfomi^perativclv attached to a bottorn portion of the seat support, said platform 
having a too portion for pennittine a person to stand thereon: 

at least one membeSSBrativelv attached to the seat sunnort and to the platform to hold 3 

the olatfoirn transverselv disposed with respect to the longitudinal axis of the seat support: 

~I (32; BO, 34) ^2.1,4-2 »40) 

/^^A^ a leveler mechanism ^erativelv attached to said seat support and engaeeablg with said 

^ ^xQi& for adjusting the position of the seat support between a first position and a second position \ P'ijS. 4 
I with tespect to the tree, said first position being closer to the tree than the second position J 

' yyherein said leveler mcclianism includes a first and second slecve.and a respective first 

32 ov 4Z ^ 

and second sta nehioiKeach mounted for selective movement within the respective first and 
34 or I'Z 

second sleeve , each of the first and second sleeves being operativeiv attached to the seat support. 
A 
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A 



: to a respective j ^2^^^^ 



the first and second s tanchions each being independently adjustable with respect \ 
first and second sleeves to acconunodate varying contours of the tree: and 

a locking mechanism^for selectively anJop erativdv locking the leveler mechanism in a 
/ selected one of the first or second positions thereof. 
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